
On Wednesday, 28 October 2009, we learned that Ms. Berlanty Azzam, a 
Bethlehem University student studying business administration and translation, 
was arrested by the Israeli military.  

On Thursday, 29 October 2009, we spoke with Berlanty via mobile phone and 
learned that on Wednesday night at 11:00pm the Israeli military loaded her into a 
military jeep - blindfolded and handcuffed - and moved her from Bethlehem to 
Gaza - against her will.   

Since August 2005, Berlanty, a 21 year old Christian woman, has been a student 
at Bethlehem University. “Since 2005, I refrained from visiting my family in 
Gaza for fear that I would not be permitted to return to my studies in the West 
Bank,” said Berlanty. “Now, just two months before graduation, I was arrested 
and taken to Gaza in the middle of the night, with no way to finish my degree.”  

Berlanty is scheduled to complete her bachelor degree in December 2009.  


