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Expelled West Bank student petitions Israel court 

By MICHAEL BARAJAS 

The Associated Press 

JERUSALEM A female Palestinian student who says she was handcuffed, blindfolded and hauled off to 
the Gaza Strip by the Israeli army in the middle of the night late last month asked Israel's supreme court 
Thursday to let her return to her studies in the West Bank. 

The incident highlights a deep fear among the thousands of Palestinians originally from Gaza who now 
live in the West Bank - sudden expulsion by the Israelis to the Hamas-ruled coastal strip. 

Berlanty Azzam, 21, was only two months away from finishing her business degree at Bethlehem 
University when she was stopped by Israeli soldiers at a checkpoint in the West Bank. After noticing her 
Gaza-issued identity card, soldiers detained Azzam and put her in the back of an army jeep.   
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