IRG2                                                                                                               2019-2020

	Application for Internal Research Grant Proposal

2019-2020
This application is the form to be submitted for an Internal Research Grant as described in the Internal Research Grants: Call for Applications (Form IRG1). Please, submit one copy (in Word) of your complete application in via email to jamilk@bethlehem.edu and copy Ms. Maheera Abu Farha (mfarha@bethlehem.edu)., by Noon January 15, 2020.  Please, attach the following:

1. The application.

2. A current CV.

3. A copy of the most recent Final IRG Report, if any. 
Only complete applications that are submitted by the deadline will be considered.


1.  Name (Individual/s or Department/Faculty)

	


2.  Title of Research Topic (Use a concise, descriptive title that reflects the topic/ problem. Please, avoid extended titles).
	     



3. Are you a current recipient of an externally funded research grant?

	________ Yes                                                      __________ No              


If yes, please provide a statement disclosing all other financial support you have applied for or received that would be used to complete the work proposed in this application and/ or covering the grant period. 
	


4. Provide a brief synopsis of the objectives and results of all grants submitted and funding received during the past five years, and list any previous IRG grants awarded, including dates, amount of funding, and resultant external funding or publications.
	


In what follows, please describe your research project according to the standard conventions of your field. Although there are clear differences especially, in methodology, among the physical sciences, biological sciences, social sciences, and the humanities, the general outline of the research proposal is still the same. It is the applicant’s responsibility to complete the application thoroughly, following the academic conventions in their respective fields. Applicants should write in a clear language that is accessible to an audience of both experts and non-experts, explain the project’s value clearly, document the proposed project fully, and describe the applicant’s qualifications and background
5a. Research Problem and Context: 
Discuss the research problem under discussion in a clear and precise way in the context of the general background about the topic and in relation to the research questions, its objectives, and hypotheses. The problem could be an issue that has not been discussed in previous studies on the topic, a correction to an experimental error, or a development of recommendations from previous studies. The researcher is expected to present the study’s questions that s/he aims to answer in the project and describes the goals and objectives that s/he aims to accomplish. Researchers should avoid formulating questions with obvious answers, irrelevant questions, or questions that can’t be answered in this type of research.
	


5.b. Literature Review/ Previous Studies: In this section, researchers are expected to review the local and international studies on the topic have been published within the last 10 years, in an analytical-critical style, which focusing on the most important aspect of these studies that are relevant to the topic or the existing gaps in the knowledge about the topic or the questions that have not been asked. The researcher also shows the added value of this research project and the ways in which it differs from other studies in the field. Researchers are advised not to develop this section in a descriptive-accumulative style, using disconnected paragraphs that provide general information only about each study.
	 


5.c. Limitations/ Scope: Define the limits of your project and narrow down its focus. The idea here is to demonstrate that the project does not attempt too much—that is it feasible within the time limits of the IRG. This will help you show what the research is not intended to be about and will help convince your readers that the research problem is well-focused. 

	


5.d. Methodology: Describe the overall methodology that you will use to undertake your research. Discuss how the research will be planned, structured and executed, making specific reference to methods, procedures, instruments, and theories in the relevant academic disciplines. Be sure you’ve demonstrated that this methodology is sound and you’ve explained why this methodology is best suited to the specific research questions in your proposal (Please, consult IRG 5 document: Research Methodologies).
· In the hard sciences, the emphasis is on experimental research and specific processes, including the use of specific equipment. If your research involves the use of specific equipment, you do not have to explain the process in detail.

· In the social sciences, researchers employ qualitative/ quantitative methods, which vary considerably in their design and structure. Make sure you explain your method, including design of the study, sampling methods, data collection and analysis, theory, etc. 
· In the humanities, researchers employ different strategies for interpreting and analyzing primary sources, historical and biographical materials, the critical use of secondary sources, and the application/ extension of theory. 

	


5.e. Anticipated outcomes: Describe the immediate outcomes of research as well as the potential for continuity of research in the future and the potential for publication in peer-reviewed journals and presentation in a conference (mention the names of possible conferences and journals that might be interested in your project).

	


5.f. Bibliography:: Attach a current working bibliography that lists the primary and secondary sources you have consulted in this proposal as well as other sources you intend on consulting for this project.
	


5.g. Institutional Review Board (IRB): In case the project involves human subjects (including any research project in the humanities and arts that involves interviews, questionnaires, etc.), discuss how the participants’ consent will be obtained, confidentiality will be maintained, and how the data collected will be used. You are also required to submit an IRB to the Research Council for approval before you could undertake this project.

	


6. Describe your qualifications, explain how this project fits into your disciplinary training, scholarly expertise, and professional experience (Make sure this is aligned with a current version of your CV). 
	     


7. Discuss the value of the research and its positive effects for you and for Bethlehem University in wider academic and non-academic contexts. 
	     


8. Timeline: Provide an anticipated timeline for the proposed project that details the plan of activities to be followed and how the work will be completed over the granting period.
	     


9. Budget: Present a detailed and reasonable budget for completing the research project. This can include compensation for researchers, provided that it doesn’t exceed 20% of the value of the grant, travel expenses, purchasing books, resources, equipment and materials, salaries for research assistants, etc. No receipts are required. Researchers from all disciplines may apply to an additional $1000 to purchase equipment and materials for the project.

	


Signature of Applicant or Chairperson/Dean: ________________________________

Date: _____________
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