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BU Mission Statement

Bethlehem University is a Catholic co-
educational institution in the Lasallian tradition
whose mission is to provide quality higher °
education to the people of Palestine and
to serve them in its role as a center for the
advancement, sharing and use of knowledge.

The University emphasizes excellence in
academic programs and the development |
of students as committed people prepared
to assume leading positions in society. The |
University fosters shared values, moral
principles, and dedication to serving the common good.

The History of BU

Bethlehem University of the Holy Land is a Catholic Christian co-educational

institution of higher learning founded in 1973 in the Lasallian tradition, open to students of all
faith traditions. Bethlehem University, the first university established in the West Bank, and can
trace its roots to 1893 when the De La Salle Christian Brothers opened schools in Bethlehem,
Jerusalem, Jaffa, Nazareth, Turkey, Lebanon, Jordan, and Egypt.

e,

el 0 [ o ﬁ; ]

Archaeology and Cultural Heritage Program

The Archaeology and Cultural Heritage Program at Bethlehem University is a four-year program
at the undergraduate level offered by the Faculty of Arts. The program offers its students an
innovative approach to studying Archaeology and Cultural Heritage. This program will contribute
to a deeper understanding of the archaeological process and an appreciation for the cultural
and archaeological heritage of Palestine.

The program will provide students with the tools necessary to research, develop and present
archaeological and heritage sites to the people of Palestine as well as tourists from all around
the world through projects and activities that tell the story of the place and its people.

The archaeology and cultural heritage program at Bethlehem University aims to build sustainable
partnerships with the local community through research activities and fieldwork. The students will
carry out these activities under the supervision of specialized professors and researchers. The
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work will be carried out in partnership with various local and international academic institutions
as well as governmental and non-governmental bodies working in the field of archaeology and
heritage. The focus of these joint ventures will be on the cultural and archaeological heritage of
the cities, villages and refugee camps in Palestine.

The archaeology and cultural heritage program aims to establish excellence in research and
teaching and at the same time strengthen relations with other Palestinian higher education
institutions, ministries and other entities working in the fields of archaeology and cultural heritage.

The Third Bethlehem International Conference

The Third Bethlehem International Conference comes two years after the genocidal war on
the Gaza Strip, this genocide has also affected Palestinian cultural heritage, destroying historic
buildings and most archaeological sites, as well as museums, cultural and educational centers,
libraries and their contents of books and rare manuscripts. Meanwhile, in the West Bank,
Palestinian cultural heritage is under fierce attack, largely centered around the activities of colonial
settlement institutions to control and seize heritage and natural sites, and to sever the natural
connection between Palestinians and their cultural and natural heritage. The Third Bethlehem
International Conference, which will run for two days, will address important topics, including:
methodological issues in archaeology and cultural and natural heritage, such as the problems
of concepts and names in Palestinian archaeology and cultural heritage, and how colonial
narratives are constructed to seize sites and control land. The conference will also highlight
new cognitive trends in localizing awareness of Palestinian cultural heritage, and the use of
technology and media in documenting, preserving, and rehabilitating Palestinian archaeology
and cultural heritage. This is in addition to other related topics issues that researchers will can
address.
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The Third Bethlehem International Conference

Methodological Problems and Epistemological Trends in Palestinian

Archaeology and Cultural Heritage
First day: November 18, 2025

Furno Hall
Registration 8:30 - 9:00
Opening and Welcome 9:00- 9:30
e Address of the Vice President for Academic Affairs:
Dr. Iman Saca
e (Chair of the conference: Dr. Omar Abed Rabo
Keynote Speaker: Dr. Hamdan Taha 9:30- 10:00
The first Session ) )
Facilitator: Hanadi Soudah-Younan URHED =Tl
lssam Nassar Visualizing the Past: Nostalgia for an Imagined 10-00 — 10-20
homeland
The War of Cinematic Narratives about the
Samah Bsoul Judaization of Antiquities and its Impact on 10:20 - 10:40
Reality
Wisam Abbasi Reclaiming Cultural Herltqge _from UNESCO 10-40 — 11:00
and Donor Institutions
Q&A 11:15-11:00
Coffee break 11:15-11:30
The Second Session ) )
Facilitator: Husam Wahhab UUselD = e
Documenting Rural Heritage: Archaeological PP
Omar Abed Rabo Survey, Khirbet Abu Hamama 11:30 - 11:50
" ,
JUNGEN Christine Is nature a culture? Documenting and 11-50— 12:10

preserving natural environments in Palestine
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Archaeological data and its methodological
dimension in understanding the cultural history

AL N7l of the ancient urban era in Palestine and the | 210~ 12:30
surrounding areas in Bilad al-Sham
Exploring the past- a century of digging in
Qasem Abu Harb  |Palestine- The British School of Archaeology in| 12:30 — 12:50
Jerusalem- Kenyon Institute
Q&A 12:50 - 13:05
lunch break 13:05- 14:10
The Third Session: ) )
Facilitator: Mehdi Berrih IERIE =115
Nasser al-Din Abu - .
T — Hebralgatlon an_d Judaization of the names_of 14-10 - 14:30
places in Palestine, methodology and practice
Halayga
Surveying Palestinian Villages before their
Demolition, Taking aerial footage of these ) )
Rawda Ghanayem , . . - 14:30 - 14:50
villages, Changing their names, and Judaizing
them
Archaeology as a Weapon in the Hands
Mahmoud Hawari of Settler Colonialism to Erase and Seize 14:50-15:10
Palestinian Cultural Heritage
Jad Abu Saad The Depopulate.d ylllage of Dgyr Apan in 1948: 1510 — 15:30
Reclaiming Spatial identity
Q&A 15:30 - 15:45
Break 15:45 - 16:00
Fourth Session 16:00 — 17:30

Facilitator: Issam Nassar
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Jamal Bargouth, and

Nakba, Genocide and Archaeocide: Epistemic

Mazen lwaisi Disobedience in Palestinian Archaeology 16:00 = 16:20
Mental Health as Cultural Preservation:
Deborah Weidner Psychological Devastation and the Erasure of | 16:20 — 16:40
Intangible Heritage in Gaza
Mahmoud lssa In the 21th Century, Colonlallgm & Apartheid 16-40 — 17-00
Are Doomed to Failure
Q&A 17:00 -17:15
End of the first day
Q&A 6:20 - 6:40

End of the first day
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The Third Bethlehem International Conference

Methodological Problems and Epistemological Trends in Palestinian

Archaeology and Cultural Heritage
The second day: November 19, 2025

Furno Hall
First Session . .
Facilitator: Laura Vie’ HEUS A S
Zeidan Kafafi The Role of the Herodian Dynasty in the History of 9:30 — 9:50
Palestine
Genocide and Cultural Heritage: Archives,
Said Badawi Memory, and Context / Towards Building a 9:50-10:10
Memory of Resilience
Mazin Qumsiyeh Valorizing Cultural and Natural Heritage via
and Victor exhibits and programming at the Palestine 10:10- 10:30
Kawwas Museum of Natural History
Q&A 10:30 - 10:45
Second Session ) )
Facilitator: Hamdan Taha IR = TIZA0E
Sahar al Applications of Synchrotron Radiation at 10-50- 11-10
Khasawneh SESAME in Archaeology and Cultural Heritage ' '
The Role of Geographical Information Systems
. and Streets Naming in Valorizing Local Cultural PP
el LR Heritage Within Conflictual Geopolitics; The Case IR =T
of Beit Jala City
Hamza al- The Shrines of the Saints are an Introduction to 11-30 = 11-50
Aqgrabawi Understanding Popular Culture. ’ ’
Q&A 11:50- 12: 05
12:10- 13:20

Lunch Break

14



Third Session

Facilitator: Montaser Jarar USHAL G Y
Maha al- Modern cultural heritage and tourism in East
Jerusalem: The Role of Hotels between 1948- 13:20- 13:40
Samman
1967
Daoud Ghoul An alternatlvg reading in Ilg.ht of the available 13-40 — 14:00
literature on Silwan
Mansour Materializing an ‘Arab Metropolis’: 14-00- 14:20
Nasasra The Jerusalem Airport Narrative 1948-1967 | '
Q&A 14:20 - 14:35
Fourth Session ) )
Facilitator: Abeer Musleh JAAUSTIEETE
Salah Al-
Houdalieh and The Impact of the October 2023 War on 14-40- 15:00
Hassan Al- Archaeological Sites in the West Bank | '
Jamal
Sujood mhajne The Palestinian Archlves arll_d Narrative of the 15-00 — 15:20
Village of Lajjun
Anmad Assad The Cultural Memory (_)f Artas Village: An 15:90 — 15:40
Ethnographic Study
Akram M. A. ljla | Postwar recovery of _cultural and natural heritage 15-40 — 16-00
in Gaza
Q&A 16:00 - 16:15
Closing and Recommendations 1615 — 16:30

Dr. Omar Abed Rabo
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Doctoral Researcher: Wisam Abbasi University of Westminster-London.

Reclaiming Cultural Heritage from UNESCO and Donor Institutions

This paper examines how Palestinian women in Battir navigate cultural heritage preservation
and institutional control through a postcolonial feminist lens. Drawing on ethnographic
research, in-depth interviews, and participant observation, the study explores how women
assert agency in preserving and selectively commodifying intangible heritage—such as food
traditions, embroidery, and oral storytelling—within the constraints of settler colonialism, donor
agendas, and patriarchal structures. The paper critically engages with postcolonial feminist
theory, particularly the works of Mohanty, Spivak, and Abu-Lughod, to challenge dominant
representations of Palestinian women as passive beneficiaries of development or cultural
preservation projects. Instead, it foregrounds women’s everyday acts of resistance, cultural self-
consciousness, and strategic refusal. Rather than adopting externally defined “commaodified
personas,” the women exercise what | call selective heritage engagement—a practice of
asserting control over what to share, what to conceal, and how to narrate Palestinian identity
in the face of international heritage discourses.

UNESCOQO’s 2014 inscription of Battir as a World Heritage Site—and subsequent donor-
funded cultural tourism projects —offered women economic opportunities but also introduced
depoliticized and market-oriented heritage frameworks. Women responded not by conforming,
but by negotiating, refusing, and reshaping their roles within these systems. This study shows
how grassroots heritage work becomes a site of feminist resistance and cultural sovereignty.
This paper contributes to decolonial heritage studies by centering Palestinian women’s voices
and practices, offering a feminist critique of institutional heritage governance under occupation.

Keywords: Postcolonial feminism, Palestinian women, heritage governance, agency, Battir,
UNESCQO, cultural tourism, selective commodification
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The Council for British Research in the Levant (CBRL), through its Kenyon Institute in
Jerusalem, has been at the heart of archaeological research and intellectual life in Palestine
and the wider Levant for more than a century. Founded in 1919 as the British School of
Archaeology in Jerusalem, the Institute provided a base for pioneering archaeologists who
shaped the foundations of modern Near Eastern archaeology. Over the decades, it has served
both as a residential centre for researchers and as a custodian of excavation archives, field
records, photographs, drawings, and personal papers that collectively preserve the history of
archaeological exploration in the region. The Kenyon Institute fulfils a dual mission: it continues to
act as a research centre for archaeologists while safeguarding the intellectual and documentary
legacy of twentieth- and twenty-first-century excavations. Its archives include the notebooks,
plans, and correspondence of leading figures such as John Garstang, Kathleen Kenyon, James
L. Starkey, C. R. A. Crowfoot, Crystal Bennett and many others whose work at sites such as
Jericho , Samaria, Jerusalem, Auja El-Hafer , Petra and Gerash laid the groundwork for today’s
scholarship. These materials —together with fragile negatives, historical maps, and architectural
drawings —remain essential for reinterpreting sites and artefacts, supporting ongoing research,
and providing primary evidence for new generations of scholars.

Alongside its archival collections, the Institute maintains a specialist library of 11,000 volumes
and over 100 periodicals, with strengths in the archaeology and cultural history of Jerusalem,
the Byzantine and Islamic periods, Crusader and Ottoman studies, Mandate-era Palestine, and
heritage management. Together with the Amman Institute library, which houses 7,000 volumes
and rare monographs, CBRL offers unique multilingual resources that serve as a vital reference
point for international researchers and local communities alike. In response to increasing threats
from political instability, conflict, and environmental risks, CBRL has prioritised preservation,
cataloguing, and digitisation projects to safeguard fragile and endangered holdings. The
ongoing preservation programme (2022-2025) has been supported by the British Library’s
Endangered Archives Programme. One major initiative, Understanding Mandate Palestine
through the publications and archive of the British School of Archaeology in Jerusalem (2023—
2024), has digitised 99 rare books and 4,000 archival records, now freely available through
CBRLUs digital repository and the British Library’s platform. Other efforts, including the Islamic
Jerusalem Archive Project.
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By bringing together archaeologists, librarians, archivists, and digital preservation specialists, the
Kenyon Institute not only preserves the fragile record of past excavations but also strengthens
archaeological practice, promotes open access, and contributes to the wider protection of
cultural heritage. In doing so, it sustains continuity of research and knowledge exchange across
the Levant during times of instability and rapid change. This presentation highlights the Kenyon
Institute’s evolving role as a hub for future scholarship. It demonstrates how the preservation
and digitisation of excavation archives, field notebooks, and photographic records ensure that
the intellectual legacy of earlier generations remains a living resource for today’s researchers
and for the cultural memory of the region.
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Mazen lwaisi is currently the Ibrahim Abu Lughod fellow at Columbia University in the city
of New York. Mazen will be working on his first book project, Archive, Curation and Storage
in Palestine. The book examines the hidden history of archive, curation and storage in the
aftermath of the Oslo Accords in the early 1990s, tracing its foundation, evolution, and the
complex challenges it faced in preserving Palestinian cultural heritage under changing political
circumstances. He earned his PhD from Queen’s University Belfast, examining the concept of
Archaeopolitics in the Making of the Palestinian National Spatial Plan, with funding from the
Palestinian American Research Centre and Corrymeela Community in Northern Ireland. Mazen
is currently working with Brian Boyd, Jamal Barghouth, and other scholars on the Archaeology
of the Nakba project, “From Memory to Place”.

Nakba, Genocide and Archaeocide: Epistemic Disobedience in Palestinian Archaeology

In mid-March 2025, some members of the WAC email list were mobilized in response to
comments by Prof. loannis Liritzis, in which he challenged claims circulated by the Society
for Palestinian Archaeology that “Israeli soldiers [who] stormed the Al-Nasr Mosque in Nablus,
setting large parts of the mosque on fire, including the burning of the Holy Quran” (SPA, 2025,
npn). The resulting discussion among WAC members focused on issues of facts, legality,
and principles. While we acknowledge and support the Society’s position and its “call for the
documentation and global awareness of these crimes to expose the reality of Israeli actions
against the Palestinian people” (SPA, 2025, npn), the question of epistemic violence in the
production of archaeological knowledge within the Global North remains both obscured and
elusive.

We contribute to a growing body of knowledge that introduces a fourth dimension to the
established framework of facts, legality, and principles. Here we wish to contribute two further
aspects to the Society’s framework. First, we seek to interrogate the epistemic violence
embedded in the archaeological knowledge production apparatus of Western academia.
Second, we advocate for epistemic disobedience in response to the ongoing genocide of
Gazans, the destruction of Gaza as a living space, and what we term the archaeocide of heritage
in the Strip. Epistemic violence is deeply rooted in the institutional prohibition of discussions
surrounding the Nakba. This raises the critical question of how Palestinian archaeology can
disentangle itself from the confines of Western academia. We contend that such a departure
necessitates an active and critical dialogue, aligned with the call for epistemic disobedience
as articulated by scholars from the Global South, including Walter Mignolo’s (2009) appeal to
decolonize knowledge.
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Jamal Barghouth finished his master’s degree in history and archaeology at Leuven University
in Belgium. His experience in archaeology is mainly focused on landscape archaeology, the
history of Palestinian archaeology, the archaeology of Nakba, and the technological applications
of archaeology. Recently, my focus was to analyze the paradigm shift in the archaeology of
Palestine, such as historical archaeology and (post-)processual archaeology. In addition to
analyzing the colonial context of archaeology in Palestine, through investigating how coloniality
is shaping the archaeological research in Palestine.

Nakba, Genocide and Archaeocide: Epistemic Disobedience in Palestinian Archaeology

In mid-March 2025, some members of the WAC email list were mobilized in response to
comments by Prof. loannis Liritzis, in which he challenged claims circulated by the Society
for Palestinian Archaeology that “Israeli soldiers [who] stormed the Al-Nasr Mosque in Nablus,
setting large parts of the mosque on fire, including the burning of the Holy Quran” (SPA, 2025,
npn). The resulting discussion among WAC members focused on issues of facts, legality,
and principles. While we acknowledge and support the Society’s position and its “call for the
documentation and global awareness of these crimes to expose the reality of Israeli actions
against the Palestinian people” (SPA, 2025, npn), the question of epistemic violence in the
production of archaeological knowledge within the Global North remains both obscured and
elusive. We contribute to a growing body of knowledge that introduces a fourth dimension to
the established framework of facts, legality, and principles. Here we wish to contribute two
further aspects to the Society’s framework. First, we seek to interrogate the epistemic violence
embedded in the archaeological knowledge production apparatus of Western academia.
Second, we advocate for epistemic disobedience in response to the ongoing genocide of
Gazans, the destruction of Gaza as a living space, and what we term the archaeocide of heritage
in the Strip. Epistemic violence is deeply rooted in the institutional prohibition of discussions
surrounding the Nakba. This raises the critical question of how Palestinian archaeology can
disentangle itself from the confines of Western academia. We contend that such a departure
necessitates an active and critical dialogue, aligned with the call for epistemic disobedience
as articulated by scholars from the Global South, including Walter Mignolo’s (2009) appeal to
decolonize knowledge.
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Dr. Deborah Weidner, MD, MBA is a board-certified psychiatrist in both General and Child &
Adolescent Psychiatry. After a 25-year career in healthcare leadership, including serving as Vice
President of Quality and Safety, she pivoted to humanitarian work. In 2024, she joined PAMA’'s
Emergency Medical Team as one of the first psychiatrists deployed to Gaza, where she provided
critical mental health care and resilience training. Founder of Salem Mental Health PLLC, Dr.
Weidner now combines clinical practice, global advocacy, and program development, focusing
on mental health in conflict zones and cultural preservation through psychiatric care.

Mental Health as Cultural Preservation: Psychological Devastation and the Erasure of
Intangible Heritage in Gaza

Under colonial violence and active genocide, the destruction of Gaza extends beyond physical
infrastructure to the systematic erasure of Palestinian identity, memory, and intangible heritage.
This presentation draws on firsthand psychiatric work in Gaza. At Al Nasser Hospital in Khan
Younis, nearly 1,000 displaced patients were seen over a month, many suffering from trauma-
related psychosis, addiction, depression, and spiritual despair. These psychiatric conditions
reflected more than clinical symptoms—they signaled the unraveling of cultural continuity.
Families, religious life, education, and intergenerational memory had been violently interrupted.
In this context, mental health collapse mirrored the targeted erasure of intangible heritage.

Amid extreme resource scarcity, psychiatry became a form of cultural preservation. Testimony,
storytelling, and emotional witnessing offered patients a chance to restore coherence, dignity,
and identity. This presentation argues that in Gaza, mental health work is not only humanitarian
but archival and cultural—validating lived memory and resisting erasure. This underscores the
need to broaden cultural preservation frameworks to include psychological survival in war zones;
to challenge archaeologists, cultural heritage professionals, and mental health practitioners
alike to recognize the role of psychiatric care in defending collective identity.
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In the 21th Century, Colonialism & Apartheid Are Doomed to Failure

Colonialism, settlement and the continued ethnic cleansing of Palestinians was and still the
core issue that took place more than a century ago in this tiny area of 27000 km2, under the
earlier British colonizers and their Israeli successors. Empire, uprooting and genocide practices
dominated four centuries of our modern era in the four corners of our globe- not to speak of
earlier colonialism era in Roman , Ottoman and Mongol era. Millions of peoples perished in
these centuries of colonial era to expand, dominate and exterminate the original peoples of
non-Europeans; whether in America-both North and South, Africa, Asia or Australia. 15 million
people alone in Algeria during the 132 years of French Colonialism: only to give one concrete
example. The Algerians are still awaiting a word of APOLOGY, from the earlier colonizers, but
in vain - let alone compensation and reparations for the victims and their descendants. And
today European authorities are preventing pro- Palestinian demonstrations to take place in
Germany, Britian & USA. 14 million Palestinians have absolute right to demand their story to be
told & heard, their lands to be restored, and their demolished villages to be reclaimed. The right
of return and reparation is guaranteed by international laws mainly 194, adopted by general
assembly of UN in 1948. (The Swedish diplomat, Count Bernadotte payed with his life the price
for his insistence on implementing the UN decision. Perpetrators never got punished for this
crime). It took the president of the United States 106 years to recognize the Armenian genocide
in first word war. It took decades to recognize the aborignial Tasminian’s rights in Australia, the
indigenous Maoris of NewZeland, the genocide in Congo by Belgians & in Namibia in 2003 by
Germans, and the many others that needs a series of books just to enlist the massacres of
Europians in the four corners of the world.

All international organisations, from the recent report of the UN special rapporteur Francisca
Albanese, To Amnesty international, UN special committee on Palestine, Human Rights Watch
and B’TSelem’s reports, the ICC & ICJ reports- & tens of thousands of civil organizations
worldwide ---all documented the thousands of cases of discrimination and oppression against
Palestinians in what they classified as “Apartheid” regime. The international & regional and
local powers are called to stop the historical denial of the Palestinian People’s rights for
self-determination. Although “Too many enemies” is the title of Rose Mary Sayegh’s book,
documenting the tragedy and massacres Palestinians underwent; | believe that Palestinians
have “too many friends” in the world, especially demonstrated every weekend in all capitals of
the world calling for freedom of Palestine, that need to be addressed and mobilized to attain
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justice and peace. 77 years only is the time from the eviction and later destruction of our village
LUBYA, the place where Crusaders were defeated in 1178 in Galilee, to the trials of evicting
the few families of Sheikh Jarrah, who were original refugees from their original homes in west
Jerusalem, Lyd and Ramli in 2021, to the 241 times of the destruction of al-Arakeeb village
in Nagab, to the continuing online genocide for the last twenty months against the biggest
refugee camp in the world in Gaza where 73 percent of the 2.4 million are originally uprooted
from their villages and towns in 1948 ,in an operation that was considered the biggest ethnic
cleansing operation after World War 11.

JUNGEN Christine (ywiug,S inaigs

Christine Jungen is a researcher in anthropology at the Institut Francais du Proche-Orient
(CNRS, Jerusalem). She is specialized in anthropology of knowledge, and is currently engaged
in a research on nature and environment in Palestine. Her works include Politique de I’hospitalité
dans le Sud jordanien (Paris, Karthala, 2008), Portraits. Esquisses anthropographiques (ed.
with J. Massart-Vincent and S. Camelin, Paris, Pétra, 2011), Archiver au Moyen-Orient (ed.
with Jihane Sfeir, Paris, Karthala-IISMM, 2019).

Is nature a culture”? Documenting and preserving natural environments in Palestine

My paper aims to address the cultural making of environment and nature: how do we define
nature, or wildness? And how do we document and preserve it? Based on ethnographic
fieldwork in Palestine, my paper will focus on the routine work done by botanists and zoologists
specialized in environmental and biodiversity conservation, on how they document and archive
wild plants and animals in the West Bank, and on the way their work addresses and confronts
climate change, shrinking biodiversity and the ongoing colonization. My paper will expand
also on the evolution of the concept of nature in Palestine: from the world described by Tawfig
Canaan in the 1920 where the wildness is depicted as fringe areas inhabited by wild animals,
djinns and spirits, to the contemporary work frames of « natural habitat », « wildness », and
« environment », my paper will also address the contemporary conceptual framing of the
relationship between humans and nature as an essential part of Palestinian heritage.
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The Role of Geographical Information Systems and Streets Naming in Valorizing Local
Cultural Heritage; The Case of Bethlehem

Research on Streets (Re)Naming processes in the Palestinian Occupied Territories (Ops) is
still receiving scarce attention despite its high value and the advancement of the Geographical
Information Systems (GIS) in local authorities. This research will contextualize the issue of street
naming at the Palestinian level considering the urban area of Bethlehem as the study area of
analysis — with Beit Jala as the pilot study where names selection is taking place within a socio-
cultural fabric that is complex at the intra-urban scale. In essence, this research aims to study
how place naming initiatives using GIS applications of mapping and addressing can shape
the geopolitical issues at different scales in Bethlehem and thus in the West Bank through
tackling the processes of producing the entire toponomascape considering all its modes
of place names inscriptions including spatial databases, online and physical cartography,
addresses nomenclatures and signage system. The problem is studied on the crossroad of
Governance, geopolitics, participatory GIS, public outreach and heritage preservation. The
study emphasizes the role of odonyms and their processes of production in preserving and
reviving cultural heritage and in supporting local tourism development. A comprehensive and
flexible methodology is adopted using both qualitative and quantitative approaches including
comparative analysis, interviews, spatial and statistical methods and others ; this methodology
was applied to the case of Beit Jala as a pilot research model to be later applied on the wider
Bethlehem’s urban area, this methodology produced a guiding model for (re)naming processes
which shall be conceived as an explanation of the different options and related stakes at different
stages of the process and not as a normative and prescriptive document.
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Maha Samman is Associate Professor in Urban Planning and author of Trans-Colonial Urban
Space in Palestine: Politics and Development, Routledge 2013. Dr. Samman holds a BSc
in Architecture (Birzeit University), MSc in Urban Planning (TU Delft, the Netherlands), and a
PhD in Political Geography/ Urban Poalitics (University of Exeter, UK). She is Editor-in-Chief
of Al-Quds Journal for Academic Research- Humanities and Social Science. She won the
Palestine Islamic Bank Research Award in the category of distinctive researcher in Palestine
2019, and American University distinctive researcher in Palestine of 2022. She has published
several articles in pronounced journals on Architecture, urban and political issues, especially
about the city of Jerusalem.

Modern cultural heritage and tourism in East Jerusalem- The Role of Hotels between
1948-1967

International tourism has become an important part of the economy and has influenced how
cities developed in the 20th century. In Palestine, and during the British Mandate, International
Airports were built, coupled with an important network of infrastructure, to facilitate international
tourism to Palestine, and in developing Jerusalem as a modern city. This paved the way for
further development during the Jordanian Rule between 1948 and 1967. During this period,
tourism flourished and over twenty hotels with various capacities were constructed outside the
Old City walls to accommodate the needs of tourists. These hotels occupied an important area
within the East Jerusalem business district at the time when Jerusalem was divided into East and
West. While several types of public buildings were constructed, the study shall focus on these
hotels and how they were influenced architecturally by the international modern movement.
The research is based on fieldwork, interviews and analysis of maps and photos focusing
on several examples of hotels including Rivoli Hotel, the Metropole, the New Metropole, the
Lawrence Hotel, the Capitol (hnow the New Capitol), among others.

The research concludes that hotel construction during the Jordanian Rule in East Jerusalem had
not only impacted the social, political and economic dynamics at the time but also developed
an important modern urban and architectural identity till the day. These hotels present an
important cultural heritage that requires more attention for conservation and rehabilitation as
they signify modern Architecture of public buildings in Palestine and unfold the dynamics of
development during the Jordanian Rule (1948-1967).
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Professor Salah Al-Houdalieh is a scholar in the field of archaeology and currently serves as
Director of the Institute of Archaeology at Al-Quds University. He also holds significant leadership
positions, including Secretary General of the International Council on Monuments and Sites
(ICOMOS) — Palestine and Secretary General of the Society for Palestinian Archaeology. His
academic leadership extends further, as he has previously served as Dean of the Faculty of
Arts at Al-Quds University. Professor Al-Houdalieh received his Ph.D. in archaeology from the
Institute of Pre- and Early History at the University of Heidelberg, Germany. His research spans a
wide range of subjects, including Levantine archaeology and anthropology, cultural identity and
heritage, antiquities looting, mosaic conservation, the effects of modern urban development
on archaeological landscapes, and Roman-Byzantine architecture. Most recently, during the
two years of ongoing assault on the Gaza Strip and the West Bank, he collaborated with the
Tourism and Antiquities Police Directorate to survey more than 440 archaeological sites across
the West Bank, documenting and assessing the impact of warfare on cultural heritage. In
addition to his extensive fieldwork, Professor Al-Houdalieh has made substantial contributions
to academic scholarship and discourse. He serves on the editorial boards of several scholarly
journals and has authored an impressive body of work, including books, excavation reports,
and peer-reviewed articles. His scholarship and leadership continue to shape both regional and
international understandings of cultural heritage management and archaeological preservation
in Palestine and the broader Levant.
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Akram M. Lilja, PhD is a researcher and a guest professor in historic conservation and cultural
heritage in Sweden. Lilja has published on issues of cultural heritage in conflict, social capital,
colonialism and cultural identity of indigenous people, and Heritage Tourism. Dr. Lilja is a public
speaker on social justice, children in war and cultural heritage under attack. He received his
PhD in sustainable economic development and Public Affairs from Cleveland State University,
Ohio, USA in 2008 and post-doctoral fellow at University of Michigan and post-doctoral fellow
at Uppsala University in Sweden 2015. Dr. Lilja served in the position of the director general of
the department of archaeology and cultural heritage in Palestine before he moved to work in
the academic arena. Dr. Lilja served as part-time professor at Al Azhar University of Gaza and
full-time professor in Architecture at the University of Palestine-Gaza.

Decentralized Governance of Cultural Heritage in Response to Israeli Colonial
Measures in the West Bank and Gaza.

This paper explores the urgent need for decentralized governance of cultural heritage in the
face of escalating Israeli colonial measures in the West Bank and Gaza. These measures
include severe restrictions on movement between major Palestinian cities, limited access to
archaeological sites and historic monuments under Israeli control, the political division between
Gaza and the West Bank, and recent Israeli legislation annexing West Bank heritage sites
under the jurisdiction of the Israeli Antiquities Authority. Coupled with increasing constraints
on international funding for the Palestinian Authority—treating it as a non-state actor—these
developments have severely undermined centralized efforts to protect and manage Palestinian
cultural heritage. In response, this paper advocates for a decentralized, communicative, and
cooperative governance framework that empowers a broad spectrum of actors—including
local communities, the Ministry of Tourism and Antiquities, municipalities, universities, and non-
governmental organizations —to take collective responsibility for safeguarding cultural heritage.
By decentralizing authority and fostering inclusive participation, such a model not only enhances
resilience against colonial encroachments but also strengthens the cultural and political agency

of Palestinian society in the preservation of its historical narrative.
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